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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the Office Action mailed May 16, 2007, applicant submitted an 
amendment filed on August 14, 2007, in which the applicant amended and requested 
reconsideration with respect to claim 37. 

Response to Arguments 

2. During the interview held October 15, 2007, Applicant discussed the difference 
between the prior art and the present invention. Applicant provided a clear 
understanding of what the invention describes. Accordingly, Applicant explained the 
present invention takes into consideration of the spelling, sound and pronunciation of 
the symbol, alphanumerals indicating the shape (i.e. four corners) and if have the same 
codes after the spelling and shape is considered, providing a unique identifier to 
disambiguate the same codes (e.g. providing null, A, B, C etc.), as described in tables 
1-5. 

According to Applicant remarks filed August 1 1 , 2007 states that Ackley's 
invention comprises the single-byte encoded ASCII symbols and 2-byte encoded 
Chinese characters which require two different mapping processes to map them into 

r 

machine bar codes (column 3, lines 50-67). There is no mixing in box 108 of the 
separate mapping processes in boxes 104 and 106. The two components are operating 
on two different symbols. One component acts on the seven-bit ASCII symbol and 
another component acts on the 16-bit Chinese character. Applicant's arguments are 
persuasive. 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,336 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2626 

Applicant further argues that King does not use both Pinyin and four corner 
numeral index together (column 8, lines 35-50 and column 18, lines 1-10). However, 
according to column 22, lines 38-41 of King, King teaches the following combinations, 
shape recognition, shape + Pinyin and Pinyin + shape. That is, King takes into 
consideration of the both Pinyin and four corners. 

According to the claim language, it does not disclose that both the spelling 
(Pinyin) and the alphanumerals (four-corners) have to be used together. It merely 
states that there is (i.e. the spelling comprises) a first component, a second 
component and a third component The first component comprises the spelling of 
the phonetic ideographic symbol (phonetic spelling; abstract with figure 2 and column 
17, line 62 - column 18, line 22 with column 20, lines 7-17 and column 22, lines 13-42), 
a second component comprising alphanumerals providing an indication of the shape of 
the ideographic symbol (shape identifier; abstract with figure 3 and column 4, lines 44- 
51 and column 8, lines 13-49 with column 9, line 54 - column 10, line 41 and column 
17, line 62 - column 18, line 22 with column 22, lines 13-42) and a third component 
comprising a differentiator providing a unique identification of the ideographic (additional 
means identifier code; abstract with column 1 , lines 14-26). Furthermore, the claim 
does not disclose that each of the components are collected to produce a single code. 
Therefore, Applicant's arguments are not persuasive. 

Further Applicant argues that King's method cannot be used to make a table 
showing the alphanumeric code and the corresponding symbol. If King can provide 
both the shape and the spelling, it is not understood why this information could not be 
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gathered to formulate a simple table. Therefore, Applicant's arguments are not 
persuasive. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 44 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The preamble of independent claim 37 consist of "a spelling for an ideographic 
symbol having a shape", however, the preamble of dependent claim 44 is "a table". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. Claims 37-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 37 describes "a spelling for an 
ideographic symbol having a shape" and claim 44 "a table", but does not fall within at 
least one of the four categories of patent eligible subject matter recited in 35 U.S.C. 101 
(process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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6. Claims 37-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by King 
et al. (USPN 4,679,951), hereinafter referenced as King. 

Regarding claim 37, King discloses a spelling for an ideographic symbol having 
a shape comprising: a first component comprising alphanumerals providing a spelling of 
the phonetics of the ideographic symbol (phonetic spelling; abstract with figure 2 and 
column 17, line 62 - column 18, line 22 with column 20, lines 7-17 and column 22, lines 
13-42), a second component comprising alphanumerals providing an indication of the 
shape of the ideographic symbol (shape identifier; abstract with figure 3 and column 4, 
lines 44-51 and column 8, lines 13-49 with column 9, line 54 - column 10, line 41 and 
column 17, line 62 - column 18, line 22 with column 22, lines 13-42), and a third 
component comprising a differentiator providing a unique identification of the 
ideographic symbol (additional means identifier code; abstract with column 1, lines 14- 
26). 

Regarding claim 38, King discloses a spelling wherein the ideographic symbols 
are Chinese-language characters (Chinese characters; figures 4a-4f). 

Regarding claim 39, King discloses a spelling wherein the first portion provides a 
sound portion and a tone portion of the ideographic symbol (sound and tone; column 
12, lines 1-32). 

Regarding claim 40, King discloses a spelling wherein the sound portion and the 
tone portions are Pinyin spellings (pinyin; column 11, line 49 - column 12, line 9). 
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Regarding claim 41 King discloses a spelling wherein the shape of the 
ideographic symbol is indicated by a four-corner numerical index (four-corner; column 4, 
lines 44-51). 

Regarding claim 42, King discloses a spelling wherein the third component is a 
differentiator whose value is either null or at least one alphanumeral ("0" or null; column 
10, lines 5-30). 

Regarding claim 43, King discloses a spelling wherein alphanumerals are 
English-language alphabetic letters and one Arabic numeral (Arabic numerals; column 
8, lines 55-61 and column 9, lines 1-9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 44 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over King in 
view well known prior art. 

Regarding claim 44, King discloses a spelling comprising a provides a plurality of 
spellings phonetic spelling; abstract with figure 2 and column 17, line 62 - column 18, 
line 22 with column 20, lines 7-17 and column 22, lines 13-42) and ideographic symbols 
(shape identifier; abstract with figure 3 and column 4, lines 44-51 and column 8, lines 
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1 3-49 with column 9, line 54 - column 1 0, line 41 and column 1 7, line 62 - column 1 8, 
line 22 with column 22, lines 13-42), but does not specifically teach that the information 
is formulated on a table. However, it well know in prior art that a table can be used to 
arrange words, numbers, or signs, or combinations of them, as in parallel columns, to 
exhibit a set of facts or relations in a definite, compact, and comprehensive form. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kings method such that the information is 
arranged on a table, to provide an synopsis or scheme for organization, which is well 
known in prior art. 

Conclusion 

9. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jakieda R. Jackson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7619. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 5:30am- 
2:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



« 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JRJ 

October 19, 2007 , - \fc* " 




DAVID HUDSPETH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



